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JOINT COMMUNIQUE

The Gth Anmee] General hlestne of the Azian Shipowners FormnlASF), i short, the 6th ASF,
waz held i Sinsapore on 12 Mey 1907, It was officialy opened by the Sksspore hmster fr
Commamications, WMr  bish Bow Tan A fotal of 107 top exsosives of Asian shipovmdes
Conpanies represenine more than 40 per cent of the workl merchent fieet, sttended the heetns

For the frst time, the ASF ako held a Joimt Dislogue with six imemations] shippins bodies which
had evpreszed keen imtersct 1 the work: of the ASF.

The ASF

The ASF consit: of shipowmers' associstions fom seven  Asin regions nchdme those from
ASEAN (represemfed by Brmel Indomesis Mabnzi Philppmes Singapore, Thadand and
Vieam ), Apstralia, Chass Hong Eong Tzpan Forea, Chiese Tapel The adne of the ASF are
to promote the dperest of the Asian shipping indusiry, throush masual st and cooperztion amons
Aspn shipowmers.

Between ASF Ammw] Gererzl Meetines, the ASF's work & camied ot by the fSme "5°
Conmmittess, namehs

»  Stabilization of Trade Conynittes
#*  Searen Conmiites

# Gorappmg Conmates

# Gafle Mavization Conmnites

# Ship Irsrance Conmatiee

Af the 4th ASF keld i1 1995, 2 stth Commattee. namely the Standine Conttes for the Creation of
an ASF Pemmpnet Office, was finned to exsnmne the establishment of 2 Permanert Office for the
ASF.

The FASA

The Meetms was hosted by the Federation of ASEAN Shipouwrers' Aszociztions (FASA) which
represart: the Glowie ASEAN shipoumers' sssociabors:




The Indonesian Watonzl Shpowmers’ Assocmtion (IINSA)

The Fipmo Shpowners' Assocmtion (FSA)

The Malevsen Shpowners' Assocmton (WASA)

The Smgapore Watonal Shppmg Assocmton (SHEA)

The Thai Shpowners Assocmbon (T5A)

Sharkat K sjunuteraan Bumpuira Belag (SKBE) Sendran Berhad and
Wistnam Watonal Shippmg Lmes (VITEL).

The SHEA which = the locaton of the pemanent secretarimt of FAS A organeed the 6th ASF on
behalf of FASA

STABILISATION OF TEADE
The Stzbibsation of Trade Conwmites held #s 4th Intersn Meetmz m Tapeion 7 March 1957,
Mr Maszham [ata Clamman ofthe Stablization of Trads Conpmttes, made a report

THE COLINMITTEE reaffrmmed the mmportance of tade stabihzation m all the shppms sectors.
The Conmmttes also reconfimed fz callto all ASF members fo share the respomsibilty Sr

restormg the shippmes mdustry's healhy samms power.

The Commttas expreszed zenous concem over the cinrent and  comtemme detenoration of Seht
rates m mzpor contamer trades whuch renders mtermationzl shppmg busmess ddficult to sustam It
therafore stromghy wged a2l Asen shppmg Imes, parbeukbrly ther Chief Executne Officers, to
cooperate and work closely umder far market condfions m order fo restore freight rates fo
reabstic and economue levek so as to  sustam themsehes to support growms stemational frade.

The Conmuttes showed concems over pozzible chanses of legal emromment m some cowmfries
and recogrused the vHal meed to do the whmost efforts to enswre 3 far balines between shippers and
cammers. The &th ASF tharefore appeak to all sovernment agenciss, shippers and other relevant
bode: to enswre &r lepal famework for the ocean shppms mdustry wheh 5 mdispersable to
sustam constant growth of world trade.

The 6TH ASF endorsed the words of the Commuitee’s Chamman that "we, Asmn shppms
cormparies, oursebres should share the responzibilty m an mdustre-wide effort to restore 2 somd
and healin busmes: emmomment”,

In wzwr that varous Hra, such as [ADA are already effectvaly workms for stabilb=ation of trada, the
6th ASF recommendsd that all Imer shppmg comparmes should come together on common growd,
whether confrences or agreements, to share the responzsibilthes for the development of mfermatonal
tfrade.

The 6th ASF alo recommended that semor representztion of Asmn shippme Ime:z should be
perzonalhy pmeohed m such mastmgs to ensure fromfil decvesion to aftam stabileation of trads.
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SEAMEN

The Seamen Cormsttes held #= 2nd Infermm Meetmz m Shanshar on 30 October 1996, It was
chared by Mr L1 Shawnm of the C3A Delegates from 3 ASF comtres attended the meetmg,
together with obzarvers fom Aspn tramms academse:, Port Authorsies, Qually Aszawance
aszeszsors and ANMETIAP, the Assocwbon of Martmme Educabion and Trammg Instiuthons m Asm
and Pacific. The meetms discussed the mplementation of the STCW95 Comvention and the siate
of Seafarer supply mthe region.

The Conmnites haz been workms with STCW 53 smee sarky 15993, and has wentfied mizmy
ambisuhes, most of wiach can onby be resohed by Fhag Admmetratons. The Commgtes, therefore,
called upon Governments m the region to miroduce as scon as poszible mfied and consstent
gudelmes on the mierpretaton and mplementation of the revized Comvention m order to aveoud
pozsible confimion m mterpretation caunsad by the ambizushes. The Consndtes racogmsed that sarky
adoption of the Comention & m the méerasts of Employers and Seafarers, and member Aszocmtons
have therefore been metnmental m orzanems 2 senes of semmars and workshops m the region.

The Conmmttes haz developed close Imks with severzl Seafirer frammg estabbzhmments m the ragon,
wih the objectne of helpmg them to standardize ther tramme to the standards Lid out m the
Comvention In this regard, the 6th ASF suwpported the Imk now establizhed by the Commttes with
AMNFETIAP,

The 6th ASF recognmed that many developms coumiries encowntered dificulies when mplementms
the Comvention, and delezates called upon the develbped coumines m the region and the rest ofthe
World to recopmze the mportant conmbution of the seafrers from the rezon and to offer ther help
and cooperation to those developms counines.

The 6th ASF agreed that there should be conpatible matonal lezizlations = each confractms party
m accordance with 3TCW "93 to recogmese seafarers' cerfificates 1msned by other Government
avthoriies who are mchided m the "Whie" It The 6th ASF agreed to advee ther rezpectne
Govenmmentz to take necezzary steps fo enact such bgekitnon

The Cornmusttee expressed ther concemn at the worldwide shortage of qualfied seafirerz. The &th
ASF noted that me=my tramme sstablshment: m the rezon have aleady started to upsrads ther
faelhes to aszist m the recnotment and trammg of the nzht people. The 6th ASF also noted that the
Commstes waz workmg on several projects, meludme the mzuss of Fatigue, the standardeaton of
Cadet Record Books, [LO 1=sues, ete.

SCRAFPING

The Scrappms Commstes = clared by MMr C 3 Chen of WACS. Akhoush the Conmttes did
not hold amy mfersn meetmz prior to the 6th ASF, the Conmmitee members were actmely
engaged m exchaneme mformation on the scrappmg mdwetrv. THE COMMITTEE presented a
report on the Scrappms mdustry at the &th ASF.

The &th ASF resohed that there should be strong concerted efforts among shipowners to promote
serappmz on 2 global bazis to slomate aged and sub-standard veszak which are deamed to be




wmdesrable for the marme emmromment. In the respect an early misrmm mestms of the Commsftes
will be hald.

SAFE NAVIGATION

The Safe Nawgztion Conmotes & chamed by Mr Lua Cheng Eng of FASA It held #= 3rd Interom
meetmg on 2 December 1996 m Chiang Fai Thaland, THE COMBITTEE reaffiimed 1=
objectne to promwote zafe navazation of shps tradme mtemationally. The Conmmidtes presemtad f=
report to the 6th ASF for conseleration

Pracy
The 6TH ASF conderms all forms of attacks on ships wihilst m passage or m port waters.

It moted with sat=faction that the mexdence of pracy m Asmn waters has dmmushed. The 6th
ASF expressed satefachon with "z siaficant mrprovement m the pracy shuation m the zo-called
'Haman-Luzon-Hong Eons trongle (HLH) and the South Chma Sea” However, concem was
axprezzed over a oommespondme rise m the mmnber of petty theflz by wmuthoread persoms on
board zhp anchored m port waters. The 6th ASF wged all Governmentz and Port Authorihes to
take approprafe and mmedomte achon fo merease sunelbnees of enforcement agpences to
protect shaps tradmg or anchored m ther ports’ waters.

The 6th ASF smpports the efforts agamst Pracy and moted the work by the Infermatonal

Port State Confrol

In the mferest of crew safety and for the prevenbon of accidents at zea, THE 6TH ASF fully
support: the concept of port State comtrol However, £ referated that all port State contbrol
regmmez should adopt 2 comsistent and tramesparent crffernm m targetms sheos £or mepection. They
should not subject shps to wmfsr or decronmator mspections. The 6th ASF firther wwees all
port State control regmmes to emsure that ther mspectors are properly tramed, quabfied and
competent to camry out ther mspection dubes. There should also be an slectrome axchanpe of
mformation amons the port State comtrol regmmes to avoaxd  any dupleaton  or ummeceszary
mepectionz of the zame shps

Bilotaze

The 6th ASF supported recent mduetry memines fo encowrage the conslaration of Pibtage msues.
The 6th ASF ako supported the efforts bems made to make Pibots accomntable for ther actions, bt
not lable, and urged the IMO to develop proveions coverme the standardeation of tramme of pilots,
az consklared mder STCW 53,

The &th ASF agreed that the Safe Nawvigabon Consmites zhould evaliate and make
reconumendztions on the Hllowme subjects : Shpmaster and Pilot relabonshp; Accomtabity of the
Pilot; Paszage planning; Traming and Fimess of Pilots |




Stowaways

Dhie to poliical or economme condiions m some cowmines, the medence of stowaway: on board
ship has mersazad. In wview of the problems these stowawayvs could create, which can jeopardee
the safety of the crew and the shp, the 6TH ASF wges all Govermments to follow the mndalmes
comtamed m the MO cxcular FAL 2/ers 43,

Bulk Caper a8ty

THE 6TH ASF noted that the Imtemabomal Assccmbon of Chezficaton Socwetes’ (TACE)
had mads propozak on ceram Conddwore of Cliss which are ammed at redocms msk and
wiuch seek to achieve greater safety m exmtmes bulk camsrs.

Whilst, m prmeple, supportmgz the [ACE's afforts, the &th ASF expressed concemn at the rapudiy
wih wheh such proposed measures heve been mbroduced as Undfed Fequrement without
adeguate consuffabion wih shpownsrs. This matter will be fully decussed at the nexd Intermm
Meaetme.

SHIP INSTURANCE

The 3rd Imtermn Destmsz of the Shp Insuwrance Conmmitee waz held m Hons Kong on 2
September 1996, The Meetms wasz chared by Mr George Clao of HKS0 A, was attended by
ASF delegates from 10 coumfries as well as Marme Iewrance mdustry executmves from B ASF
commtries. At the meetms, &t was estmiated that ASF members control tommage estmmated at over 40
% of the world flest and pay premuamms estmmated at over USD 2 Bdbon m 1994 bit, despits the
massrve presence on the mswrance market, most of the ASF members are depandent on non-Aszmn
mewance and remewance mwarkets. The Commstes agreed that fimther rezearch would be
undertzkan for presentation to the 6th ASF.

P&I Clibs

The 6th ASF notad the level of Asizn representation on the boards of most major stematonal P & 1
clobs, bt feek that 2 hazher level of parbepaton should be zousht affer. In order to make the
Aszsmn vouce heard, delegates agreed that actrve parbepation on the Chibs” Board: or Commdtess
was eszential

Huoll & Machmary

The &th ASF noted the ressarch that had been dome smce the 5th AST and consrztubated the
Commstes on ther defaied feasidfy study. Delgates debberated the resulz of the study and
agreed that the Commstes should comtmue with ther research

ASF PEEMANENT OFFICE

The ASF laz grown m stzhoe and has becoms a recogmeed and strons vore m the gobal
shippme mdistry. It can grre vahmble mput to the formilation of mtemational shppms kmskion and
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procedures. It was agreed m prmeple m Tampei at the 4th ASF on 153 May 1995 that a
permznent office for the ASF zhould be zat up. A Standmz Commugites for the Creaton of an ASTF
Pemmanent Office was  therefore SHormed.

The lst Infermm Meetmz of the Conmmitee was held m Hong Kong on 29 Jammary 1996, and
was chared by Mr George Chao, Chamman of Hong Kong Shpoumers' Assocmbon who
was concwrently the 3th ASF Charmen

At the 5th ASF meetms held m Hong Kong on 13 May 1596, the FASA Chamman Mr Sumate
Tanthurwamt, was requested fo ke over the Clammanchp ofthe Standme Conmngtes az he would
azzume the 6th ASF Clomuanehip. The Commstes hald #z 2nd Intermn Meetmeg m Chiong Rai
Thaibnd on 2 December 1996.

The Commtes adopted 2 Postion paper and a concept proposzal for the ASF Permanent
Office winch had besn prepared by FASA

THE 6TH ASF resterated 2= sarher decizion to tzke a poshion onbr after the first rowmd of ASF

anmz! zaneral meetmzs has been conmpletad. The meorms Tth ASF Chamman Australa agreed to
char the Standms Conmrates on the Permanent Office. The matter will be decnszad at the 7th ASF.

ASF LOGO

The 6th ASF alko decided fo adopt 2 permanent bogo for the orgameabon The feafure:z and
characterishics ofthe ASF permanent loso are attached 2z Armeax 1.

TTH ASF

Folloomg the prmemple agreed at the lst ASF  mesimg regardme the veme for the ASF
Ammal General Meetmze that the meetmzs shall be held and hosted on a rotation baze by the
members from the Morth to South m geographacal order, the 7Tth ASF  zhall ke orgamsed by the
Anstralan  Shpowners Associabon (ASA)

THE 6TH ASF accepted the proposzal of the ASA to hold the T ASF meetmz m
Brizbans region on 23-26 May 1998, the exact location to be advised ater on
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